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discussed, and he points out that merely because a disease is found to be
familial in incidence does not mean it is hereditarily transmitted; leprosy,
for instance, was long held to be a hereditary disease, and a law was actu-
ally proposed in the Norwegian Parliament forbidding the marriage of
lepers for that reason. It was only with the discovery of the leprosy bacillus
by Hansen that the true nature of the disease was recognized. The phe-
nomenon of ectopic growth and its causes are discussed, as is surgical
transplantation. The importance of elucidating the mode of action of bac-
teria and its clinical significance is also discussed; indeed, this remains an
important field of basic medical research today.
The book contains an interesting introduction on scientific methodology
by Professor Rather, and Virchow's essays are certainly stimulating and
thought-provoking. This is an interesting and enjoyable book which serves
as a fitting tribute to one of the truly great men of medicine.
D. W. B.
HOST-PARASITE RELATIONSHIPS IN LIVING CELLS. McLaughlin Fellow-
ship Program Symposium. Harriet M. Felton, Ed. Springfield, Ill., Charles
C Thomas, 1957. 245 pp.
This small volume consists of formal presentations and informal discus-
sions comprising a symposium held at the University of Texas in April
1956 and sponsored by the McLaughlin Fellowship program. Participants
included a number of outstanding authorities, each of whom has made im-
portant contributions in the area of host-parasite relationships. Materials
and methods available for investigation in this field are discussed and evalu-
ated. The role of the electron microscope in the study of both cell and
parasite is ably presented and beautifully illustrated. Sections on cyto-
pathology and the competitive aspects of tissue cell and bacterial physiology
review the response of mammalian cells in culture to virus infection and
attempt to bridge the gap between classical immunology and enzymology.
Current concepts of the host-parasite relationships are presented and in-
clude discussions of the morphological basis of the immune response and
hypersensitivity, immunity in the field of virology, metabolic interrelation-
ships between host and parasite, and the resistance of the parasite.
All in all, this book makes highly absorbing and informative reading for
everyone with any interest or curiosity whatsoever concerning the events
that occur when parasite meets host.
ROBERT H. GREEN
LIQUID SCINTILLATION COUNTING. Carlos G. Bell, Jr. and F. Newton
Hayes, Eds. Proceedings of a Conference held at Northwestern University,
August 20-22, 1957. New York, Pergamon Press, 1958. 292 pp. $10.00.
Liquid scintillation counting is a most powerful and versatile method of
radioassay, in particular of soft emitters such as tritium and carbon-14.
Unfortunately, the technique is not always a simple one, and indeed some
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